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MITSUBISHI TANABE PHARMA CANADA IS PROUD TO SUPPORT A NEW HCP DIRECTED 
PROGRAM: HOW TO BREAK THE NEWS IN ALS/MND  

 
 

TORONTO, ON, June 14, 2023 – Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Canada (MTP-CA) is proud to support 
a new program to help physicians and other healthcare professionals (HCPs) better understand the 
impact that delivering news of an amyotrophic lateral sclerosis/motor neurone disease (ALS/MND) 
diagnosis can have on patients, caregivers, and on HCPs themselves. Developed by an expert 
steering committee, led by Angela Genge, MD, executive director of the ALS Center of Excellence 
and phase one unit at The Neuro (Montreal Neurological Institute-Hospital), How to Break the News 
in ALS/MND: A Primer for Physicians and Allied Health Professionals, was presented for the first 
time to Canadian neurologists at the 2023 Canadian Neurological Sciences Federation (CNSF) 
Congress, where it received positive responses from the HCP community in attendance. 
 
Many HCPs feel ill prepared to deliver a difficult diagnosis to a patient. Dr. Genge, along with a 
steering committee of leaders who are actively working to improve the quality of life for patients with 
disabling conditions, developed this program to help change HCPs’ communication and counselling 
abilities. 
 
“There is a lack of medical training curricula devoted to how to convey sensitive news to patients,” 
says Dr. Genge. “For those delivering a diagnosis of ALS/MND, they are sharing news that will have 
an immediate and significant impact on the course of a patient’s life, and for their family and loved 
ones.” 
 
In addition to helping physicians and other HCPs understand the impact of delivering news of an 
ALS/MND diagnosis, the program is also designed to assist HCPs to identify and address personal 
biases and perspectives on ALS/MND; death and dying; recognize and apply best practices in 
delivering news to people living with ALS and their caregivers; how to respond to patient/caregiver 
distress when receiving the news; and apply the A-L S-PIKES technique in clinical practice to 
improve confidence and comfort in delivering a diagnosis.   
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About How to Break the News in ALS/MND: A Primer for Physicians and Allied Health 
Professionals  
The steering committee includes Melinda S. Kavanaugh, PhD, a professor of social work at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Colleen O’Connell, MD, staff physiatrist and research chief at 
the Stan Cassidy Centre for Rehabilitation at Dalhousie University in Fredericton; and Cathy 
Cummings, MBA, executive director of the International Alliance of ALS/MND Associations. The 
program is also supported by Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Canada, where Neurology Account 
Specialist Marc Massé has championed the cause. If you are an HCP interested in accessing the 
program, which takes about 90 minutes to complete, please visit: https://www.als-mnd.org/support-
for-health-professionals/how-to-break-the-news-in-als-mnd/.   
 
About Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Canada, Inc. 
Based in Toronto, Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Canada, Inc. (MTP-CA) is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma America, Inc. (MTPA) with a goal to provide therapies for some of the 
most difficult-to-treat diseases, including ALS. For more information, please visit: www.mt-pharma-
ca.com. 
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About Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma America, Inc. 
Based in Jersey City, N.J., Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma America, Inc. (MTPA) is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Corporation (MTPC). MTPC is the pharma arm of 
Mitsubishi Chemical Group (MCG). MTPA was established by MTPC to commercialize approved 
pharmaceutical products in North America. It was established by MTPC to commercialize approved 
pharmaceutical products in North America. For more information, please visit: www.mt-pharma-
america.com or follow us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.  
 
Media Inquiries: 
Media_MTPA@mt-pharma-us.com 
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